
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Zion United Church of Christ 
An Open and Affirming Congregation 

139 North Fifth Street   

Steubenville, OH 43952 

Church Phone: (740) 282-1793   

Church Fax: (740) 314-5452  

Worship Service 10:00AM Sunday 
 

 
 

E-mail: church.zionucc@gmail.com 

  Web address: www.zionuccsteubenville.com 

 

 

 

No matter where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here. 
 

Joyful Noiz 
 

July 2026 

http://www.zionuccsteubenville.com/
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IN OUR CIRCLE OF PRAYER 
Bill Bertram, Marlene Rhueff, Steve Panyi, Toots Ross,,Rev. Walter Coy, 

Joyce Coy, Marlene Dumbaugh, Teresa Kaufmann, Judy Neiderhiser (John 

Diekmann’s sister-in-law), John Luscher, John Diekmann 
 

If you would like to be remembered in prayer or know of someone who 

would appreciate being included in this list, please contact the church office. 
 

 

 

 

NOW LIVESTREAMING! 

We’re now livestreaming our church services on you tube. Our services start 

at 10:00 AM Check us out! Zion UCC Steubenville 

https://youtube.com/@zionucc6794?si=EnSIkaIECMiOmarE 

 

Bible Study 

Please join us Sundays after worship as Pastor John Harris leads a Bible 

Study on the Gospel of Mark after worship. 

 

Poetry in Season 

Sunday, August 16 we will offer the second session of Poetry in Season.  For 

Summer, Dr. Deborah Fleming has graciously accepted our invitation. Dr. 

Fleming is Professor Emerita of English Ashland University and PEN-

America Art of the Essay Award Winner 2020.For Poetry in Season, we invite 

a regional Ohio poet to be with us in worship, read the Psalm for the day, and 

after worship to offer a poetry workshop for the community during each 

season of the year. Guest poets will be asked to focus their workshop on 

celebrating the season they are invited to appear in. Whether you are a poet, 
budding poet, or simply enjoy poetry, this will a great opportunity to support 
the arts and exercise whatever creativity God has blessed you with. Again, 

invite your friends and family to participate in this opportunity. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PASTORAL LETTER 
July 2026 

 
To all God’s Beloved in the Zion United Church of Christ, Steubenville, OH, who are 

called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from our Triune God, the Holy One of 
Israel. 

 
Last month, on the first Sunday in June, an Affirmation of Faith following the Sermon 

returned to our order of worship. While members remember it being part of our 
worship in the past, it seems that no one can remember when or why it dropped out of 

our regular Sunday liturgy. 
 

While The United Church of Christ does not require that an Affirmation of Faith in the 
form of the Statement of Faith of the United Church of Christ, a creed, or a church 

covenant follow the sermon, the 1986 Book of Worship United Church of Christ 
suggests its use in both Orders for the Service of Word and Sacrament and one of its 

three Orders for the Service of the Word. 
 
When we celebrate the Sacrament of Communion, as we usually do the first Sunday of 

the month, we are now using the Nicene Creed following the sermon because it is 
particularly appropriate for use when celebrating the Lord’s Supper. On non-Eucharist 

Sundays we generally are employing the Apostles’ Creed, historically associated with 
Baptism and entrance into church membership. Occasionally we will be utilizing other 

Affirmations of Faith included in the 1986 Book of Worship United Church of Christ 
such as the United Church of Christ Statement of Faith Adapted by Robert V. Moss. 

 
Affirmations of Faith serve to connect us with the communion of saints, that great 

cloud of witness who have come before us in the Christian faith. Affirmations of Faith 
such as the Nicene Creed and the Apostles’ Creed remind us of the theological 

affirmations the church wrestled with in its formative years, especially the mystery of 
the triune God and the incarnation of the eternal Word of God in Jesus Christ. 

 
Affirmations of Faith such as the historic creeds and other statements encapsulate our 
historic faith and help us make sense of Scripture, but they are not the Gospel. And 

just like scripture, all creeds ought to be interpreted in the context of their historical 
setting, remembering that Jesus Christ, as the incarnation of the eternal word of God, 

is the sole standard of our faith. 
 

Some words and phrases in the Nicene Creed and Apostles’ creed might seem 
questionable, even troubling and possible stumbling blocks, especially when we are 

not aware of their historical context and meaning and why they were included. If you 
feel that you cannot affirm every word and phrase in any creed or Affirmation of faith, 

that is okay. Don’t say those phrases or phrases. Always feel free to ask me questions 
about anything in an Affirmation of Faith that troubles you and we can wrestle with it 

together. 
 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
 

John Edward Harris 

 

WHAT’S GOING ON AT ZION? 

https://youtube.com/@zionucc6794?si=EnSIkaIECMiOmarE

