given back to God today? What have you given back to God this month? What have
you given back to God in any part of your life? In the end we will be judged by
what we have done and by what we have not done. The actions that took us away
from God. Changing our lives for the worse. The actions that we had a chance to do
something and let it pass by us. But we all have HOPE for today and defiantly
tomorrow. No matter what your yesterday was, you can grow from it and change it.
No matter what you're doing or not doing today you change it. Hope is with God!
You may be standing in darkness and the branches of your life are withering and
dying but with God a tiny seed of Hope can come into your life and help you to
bloom in ways you have never imaged. Sometimes hope is hiding in the darkness or
like the old tree, the dark forest, sometimes it’s hard to see but it’s always there,
you just have to look up and ask God to help you find it.

Many Blessings,
Rev. Walter Coy

T L'nm#,weaﬁneAAeA,
Wan Chak Bhe pouwser off Chirisk may vest on me.
\ Therefore I boboe pleasure in wealbnesses,
in injurdes, in necessibies, in persecubions,
in diakresses, for Chrisk s sabre.
For when I am weake, Chen am I sbrong.
2 Cowvinblians 12:9-10
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Zion United Church of Christ
139 North Fifth Street
Steubenville, OH 43952
Church Phone: (740) 282-1793
Church Fax: (740) 314-5452

WOoRSHIP SERVICE 10:00AM SUNDAY
Rew. Walter Coy, Pactor

E-mail: church.zionucc@gmail.com
Web address: www.zionuccsteubenville.com

No matter where you are on life's journey, you ate welcome here.


http://www.zionuccsteubenville.com/

WHAT’S GOING ON AT ZION?
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UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRI

IN OUR CIRCLE OF PRAYER

Bill Bertram, Marlene Rhueff, Steve Panyi, Toots Ross, Betty Sparr, Karen
Orwick

> If you would like to be remembered in prayer or know of someone who
would appreciate being included in this list, please contact the church office.

PASTOR COY
If you would like to meet with Pastor Coy, please make an appointment with
the church office at 740-282-1793. If you would like to get a hold of Pastor
Coy directly, his cell number is 330-301-0551.

NOW LIVESTREAMING!
We're now livestreaming our church services on you tube. Our services start
at 10:00 AM Check us out! Zion UCC Steubenville
https://youtube.com/@zionucc6794?si=EnSIkal ECMiOmarE

EASTER FLOWERS
Easter flowers will be available for Altar rail. You may choose Tulips, Hyacinths, or Lilies
at a cost of $14.00 each. Orders are due by April 13.

Pastors Pen

In a small, forgotten corner of the forest, where sunlight struggled to
penetrate the dense canopy, stood an old oak tree. Its gnarled branches, once proud
and reaching, were now twisted and bare, its leaves few and withered. The forest
creatures whispered of its age, of how it had seen generations come and go, but now,
it seemed to be fading away, its life force dwindling.

One day, a tiny, windswept seed, carried from a distant meadow, landed at the base
of the old oak. It was a seed of a wildflower, small and delicate, with no grand
aspirations. Yet, when it felt the damp earth beneath it, a spark of life ignited
within. It began to push its roots down, searching for nourishment, and soon, a tiny
green shoot emerged, reaching towards the faintest glimmer of sunlight.

The old oak, in its fading state, watched the sprout with a strange curiosity. It had
seen so many things grow and decay, but this little seed, so determined to thrive in
the shade of its own decline, stirred something within it.

As the days turned into weeks, the tiny sprout grew taller, its petals unfurling in
shades of vibrant purple, a splash of color against the muted greens of the forest
floor. The old oak, with each passing day, felt a renewed energy. It began to notice
the sunlight again, the whisper of the wind through its leaves, the rhythm of the
forest around it.

The little wildflower, in its own small way, had brought the old oak back to life. It
reminded him of the resilience of nature, the beauty that can bloom even in the
most unlikely places. The oak, now with a renewed purpose, began to spread its
branches a little wider, offering a sliver of protection to the small flower from the
harsh elements.

And so, the old oak and the tiny wildflower thrived together, a testament to the
power of hope, where even the most withered tree can find new life with a little
spark of determination, and where even the smallest seed can grow into a beacon of
color in the darkest of places.

This story highlights the idea that even when things seem bleak, a small act of
resilience or a spark of hope can bring about significant change and renewal,
reminding us that life has a way of finding its way through even the most
challenging circumstances. (copied from Al on internet)

This story sends a message to me and hopefully to all of you about HOPE,
that can happen every day if we are open to it and faithfully waiting for God to act
and react in our lives. Hope can come to us all if we are able to wait and watch for
Gods wonderful grace of forgiveness and abundant life. In most of our lives we are
constantly walking around with our heads down. Wondering where our prize is,
where is our reward. Like the old oak tree some of us have just given up and let our
lives wither and dry up. We drive around aimlessly and walk around with our heads
in the sand. We are too busy or stagnant to make the best of our lives. We forget to
give the glory to God our creator. If everything is going great in our lives it is
because we deserve it. If things go sour in our lives it is never our own fault but
Gods fault. What we all forget is none of us deserve anything. God gives us all we
have through grace. We are all sinners and only through redemption and change of
heart and actions do we receive all that God can give each of us. What have you
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