
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Zion United Church of Christ 
An Open and Affirming Congregation 

139 North Fifth Street   

Steubenville, OH 43952 

Church Phone: (740) 282-1793   

Church Fax: (740) 314-5452  

Worship Service 10:00AM Sunday 
 

 
 

E-mail: church.zionucc@gmail.com 

  Web address: www.zionuccsteubenville.com 

 

 

 

No matter where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here. 
 

Joyful Noiz 
 

October 2026 

http://www.zionuccsteubenville.com/
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IN OUR CIRCLE OF PRAYER 
Bill Bertram, Marlene Rhueff, Steve Panyi, Toots Ross,,Rev. Walter Coy, 

Joyce Coy, Marlene Dumbaugh, Teresa Kaufmann, Judy Neiderhiser (John 

Diekmann’s sister-in-law), John Luscher, John Diekman, Loretta Knauff, Lois 

Knauff, Donna Ensell 
 

If you would like to be remembered in prayer or know of someone who 

would appreciate being included in this list, please contact the church office. 
 

 

 

 

NOW LIVESTREAMING! 

We’re now livestreaming our church services on you tube. Our services start 

at 10:00 AM Check us out! Zion UCC Steubenville 

https://youtube.com/@zionucc6794?si=EnSIkaIECMiOmarE 

 

Bible Study 

Please join us Sundays after worship as Pastor John Harris leads a Bible 

Study on the Gospel of John after worship. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PASTORAL LETTER 
October 2026 

 
To all God’s Beloved in the Zion United Church of Christ, Steubenville, Ohio, who are 

called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from our Triune God, the Holy One of 
Israel. 
 

“Tempus fugit.” This Latin phrase, which translates into English as “time flies,” comes 
from the Romen poet Virgil’s Georgics and is often used as a proverb to remind people 

that time moves quickly, life is short, and opportunities should not be wasted.  
 
I find hard to believe that it has been almost a year since I first walked into the Zion 

United Church of Christ pulpit back on October 19, 2025. When I retired from serving 
as Pastor of the Bethlehem United Presbyterian Church near Wheeling at the end of 
June 2023, I really did not see myself preaching almost every Sunday, let alone 

preaching almost every Sunday at the same church for an entire year. Where has the 
time gone? It seems like just yesterday that I first preached at Zion. 

 
While this past year seems to have flown by quickly, I have learned a few things along 
the way. I have learned that Zion truly is an open and affirming fellowship of 

Christians, and that, as it states on the bottom of the front page of the bulletin every 
Sunday, “No Matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome 

here.” 
 
I have certainly felt welcomed. This past year Zion not only welcomed me but three 

very different Ohio poets to read the day’s Psalm in worship and then present a poetry 
workshop following worship. We plan on welcoming a fourth Ohio Poet the first 
Sunday of January 2027. We have not only started affirming our faith most Sundays 

with either the Nicene Creed, the Apostles’ Creed, or the United Church of Christ 
Statement of faith as adapted by Robert V. Moss, but we have also affirmed that one 

can profess one’s faith and still have doubts and questions. I think this is especially 
apparent in the Bible Study held almost every Sunday after worship. Zion has also 
been open to new experiences such as a Christmas Eve Service of Nine Lessons and 

Carols, prayerfully walking a labyrinth, and more recently, coming forward to gather 
around the Lord’s Table for communion where, with Church Council approval, 
communicants are now offered a choice of either wine or grape juice. 

 
Who knows what new and exciting things might unfold as time flies by. Let us not 

waste any opportunities that come our way by allowing them to pass us by. Let us 
celebrate this short earthly life God has given us knowing that there is indeed 
something beyond it. Let us acknowledge that time can seem to move quickly and 

that we should, as 17th century English poet Robert Herrick advised, “Gather ye 
rosebuds while we may.” 

 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
 

John Edward Harris 

 

 

WHAT’S GOING ON AT ZION? 

https://youtube.com/@zionucc6794?si=EnSIkaIECMiOmarE

